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A Note from the Organizers

Dear Friends:

We are so pleased that you are interested in organizing a satellite ceremony event in recognition of the

Israeli-Palestinian Memorial Ceremony in your community.  This means, that like us, you are committed

to the values of mutual respect, dignity, equality and ending all forms of violence. We thank you for your

solidarity.

Combatants for Peace started this unique Ceremony in 2005 and have always included the bereaved

members of the Parents Circle – Families Forum as part of the ceremony. Over the years, this

partnership has grown and strengthened.  Both organizations are committed to honor and respect those

who have lost their lives to the conflict by continuing to struggle to end the violence and work towards

peace, justice and equality. The Joint Memorial Ceremony serves as a symbol of reconciliation.

In 2017 we began live-streaming the Ceremony across the world, that year 4,000 people joined the

Ceremony in Tel Aviv, another 500 joined in Beit Jala, and 50,000 people watched the Ceremony

internationally. In 2020, over 250,000 watched the live-stream of the event from across the world.

This year we hope you will join us!

This toolkit offers you and your community partners a guide of how to create a Memorial Ceremony in

your local community including important background information, logistical and technical components,

ideas for formats and content, and additional resources.

Should you require more information, we are happy to support. In the U.S, please contact Lindsay

Stanek of American Friends of Combatants for Peace at lindsay@afcfp.org or Christopher Beachy of the

American Friends of the Parents Circle at christopher@parentscirclefriends.org.

Thank you,

Combatants for Peace and the Parents Circle – Families Forum

mailto:lindsay@afcfp.org
mailto:christopher@parentscirclefriends.org
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Background

Memorial Day is a sacred day in Israel. On this day Israelis honor the soldiers and civilians who lost their
lives in war, as well as the victims of political violence. It is one of the most honored days on the Israeli
Calendar, but it often also serves to reinforce the narrative of Israeli victimhood. Official commemoration
services are held in the presence of Israel’s political and military leadership and tend to perpetuate the
narrative that there is no other choice except to live and die by the sword.

These events have become a powerful tool for shaping a collective narrative of sacrifice – honoring the
fallen for the “greater good” of the country. These ceremonies often justify the political status quo and
provide a platform for patriotic nationalism and a one-sided narrative. The traditional commemorations
ignore the fact that violence has taken the lives of thousands of both Israelis and Palestinians over the
years, and that this violence is a choice made by human beings - and we can also choose to end it.

The Israeli-Palestinian Memorial Ceremony offers an alternative - a narrative of grief and hope and
transformation. By way of music, personal testimonies and speeches, our joint Ceremony
commemorates the victims of the conflict on both sides. It serves as a clear call to action to solve the
conflict in a just and peaceful way. When we recognize the pain and humanity of the “enemy” then our
pain, fear and hatred can turn to acceptance and solidarity. The ceremony has become a call to change,
and a  symbol of hope that peace is possible for both peoples.

The Ceremony is transformational on both personal and political levels. For many who participate in the
ceremony, the event marks a significant turning point in the way they perceive the conflict, as well as in
their active involvement towards ending it. Although the inclusion of Palestinian voices, which are
excluded in mainstream ceremonies, elicits controversy in Israel, breaking these boundaries is a vital step
towards achieving reconciliation and peace. In producing the ceremony, we invite others to see pain and
loss not as "ours" or "theirs," but as shared by us all.

Combatants for Peace is an egalitarian, bi-national, grassroots movement, founded on the belief that the
cycle of violence can only be broken when Israelis and Palestinians join forces. Combatants for Peace is
the only organization, worldwide, in which former fighters on both sides of an active conflict have laid
down their weapons, choosing to work together to build a better society for both sides. Combatants for
Peace works to end the occupation through joint-nonviolent resistance and community building, and
strives for a just and lasting peace for both Palestinians and Israelis. They have been twice nominated for
the Nobel Peace Prize, 2017 & 2018.

The Parents Circle – Families Forum is a joint Israeli and Palestinian organization made up of more than
600 bereaved Israeli and Palestinian families all of whom have lost a loved one to the conflict and have
chosen a path of reconciliation rather than revenge.  The Parents Circle operates educational and public
awareness activities among Israelis and Palestinians using the power of their narratives to promote
reconciliation.
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Goals and Messages

Goals

To remove the barriers between Israeli and Palestinian societies by commemorating together the victims

of violence on both sides. To challenge the traditional narrative of victimhood and offer an alternative

that denounces all forms of violence and provides hope for reconciliation and peace.

Messages:

1 – There is a tremendous human cost to the conflict on both sides

This Ceremony is a memorial event which recognizes the price that all of us have paid – bereaved

families and society as a whole – the human price of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. In the Ceremony we

acknowledge the pain and grief; but refuse to allow this bereavement to be an excuse for the next war.

We choose to together build a different reality, so that we will have no further bereavement.

The joint Ceremony calls on each side to recognize the other's pain and the price of war – in order to

prevent the next war. We see where we are all paying the price and together and we will find a way to

stop this cycle of bloodshed.

2 – There is an alternative to violence

In recent years, both sides have witnessed an escalation in hatred and violence with no political

leadership or diplomacy leading a process. In this vacuum, it is even more important for us to take

responsibility and offer an alternative way to stop accepting the occupation as “normal” and  living by

the sword. Recognition of the pain on both sides and a joint call towards political action to peace is more

powerful than any war.  Recognition of shared pain is part of building hope and a part of the

reconciliation process that will lead to a sustainable and just peace between Israelis and Palestinians on

the ground.
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Organizing an Israeli-Palestinian Memorial Ceremony in Your Community

Plan Your Event

● Build an Audience. Think about a group that has a built-in audience. Are you a member of a

synagogue, church, mosque, university group, NGO or neighborhood group? Bring this to their

attention. Ask them to host the ceremony.

● Find Partners. The ceremony is an excellent opportunity to partner with other groups with which

you already have a relationship or a group you’ve with which you wanted to start a relationship.

Bridge across divides. Find strength in numbers.

● Identify a Venue. You’ll need a physical space where you can bring a group of people. Identify a

space that feels welcoming and safe to your intended audience. Identify a space that has the

resources you’ll likely need (tables, chairs, microphone?, a screen or project, computer and

internet access)

● Promote the Ceremony. Create a flyer. Create an event page on Facebook. Draft an e-mail

outlining the details of the event and how to find more information. Invite people to join you via

e-mail, phone, social media and existing promotional networks.

● Create a registration. It is crucial for both CfP and PCFF that we have the ability to follow up with

attendees, to further involve them in our peacebuilding work. We kindly request that you record

the names and email addresses of attendees to your event. Please provide guests this link to

register: https://afcfp.org/memorial-register/ .

Choose a Format

There are many possible formats for the Israeli-Palestinian Memorial Day Ceremony. Some of them are

listed below. Choose the one that is right for your community and combine them and create a unique

format for your community.

● Live Stream the Israeli-Palestinian Memorial Day Ceremony in Israel: On April 24, 2023, invite your

community to watch the live streaming Israeli-Palestinian Memorial Day Ceremony (English subtitles

will be provided). The ceremony, which is 90 minutes in length, will be available to view online (Time

TBA).  The ceremony will include musical performances, speeches from the bereaved members of

the Parents Circle and others committed to nonviolence. Following the viewing, offer a facilitated

discussion. Find more information, check out the discussion questions below to aid in creating a

facilitated discussion.

● Watch a recorded version of the Israeli-Palestinian Memorial Day Ceremony in Israel and Palestine:

A recording of the ceremony will be available online following the ceremony in Israel and Palestine.

You can screen the ceremony in its entirety or choose selected portions to watch together followed

by a facilitated discussion. Invite local speakers or leaders from your community, and create your

own ceremony that includes a facilitated discussion on and the role your community can play in

bringing an end to the conflict.

https://afcfp.org/memorial-register/
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Shape your Program

Building off one of the formats listed above, and using the Ceremony as a basis for the content of the

program, you can supplement your program with the following options:

● Candle Lighting - Ask a distinguished guest to light a candle at a select point in the ceremony to

set the mood or have a moment of silence.

● Moment of Silence - Ask the group to hold a minute silence while they reflect and remember

the human cost of the conflict on both sides.

● Text Reading - Identify a poem, text or song that is relevant to the Ceremony and ask someone

to read it. We have provided a sample of texts that we recommend on pages 7-13.

● Think Locally - Think about what local issues and speakers from your community can be added

to the screening of the event. For more ideas, go to page 13, where we share some topic

ideas/questions for speakers to discuss.

● Introduce the work of Combatants for Peace and Parents Circle - flyers, information and other

promotional materials will be provided upon request and available for every satellite screening.

Please set aside a dedicated moment during the Ceremony to acknowledge the organizational

hosts for this event, and invite attendees to sign up on our mailing lists in order to learn more

and stay in touch.

Discussion Questions

● What is something new that you learned from the ceremony?  Did something surprise

you or confuse you?

● How do you see the conflict/occupation differently now that you’ve seen the ceremony or

heard from the speakers?

● Did you have any preconceptions coming into the ceremony?  If so, have they changed

now?

● What is your main takeaway from today?

● How does memorialization play a part in perpetuating the conflict/occupation?  How can

it play a role in the resolution?

● What made you angry or uncomfortable about the ceremony?  What made you hopeful?

● At what point during the ceremony did you notice the humanization of the other side?

● What is the impact of people sharing their personal stories and pain?  What is important

about sharing and addressing your history and narrative?
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● What does it require, on an individual level, for peace to be possible?

● What is one thing you can do today to help perpetuate what you are taking with you

today?

Sample of Recommended Readings

Here are several readings on the themes of bereavement, dispossession, loss, hope, and reconciliation

that you and your event organizers can incorporate into your ceremony.

A Ready Script
by Mahmoud Darwish, trans. Fady Joudah

Mahmoud Darwish (1941-2008) was a Palestinian poet and author who was regarded as the Palestinian
national poet. This poem was read at the 2018 Israeli-Palestinian Memorial Day Ceremony in New York
City.

Let's presume now that we,
the enemy and I,
fell from the air
into a hole . . .
what might happen?

A ready script:
In the beginning we wait for luck,
the rescuers might find us here
and toss a safety rope our way,
and he'd say: me first
and I'd say: me first
and in vain we'd curse
each other out
before the rope reaches us

The script says
I, a selfish optimist, will
whisper to myself without wondering
what my enemy whispers to himself

He and I
are partners in one trap
and in the probability game,
we wait for the rescue rope
so we can part ways

by the edge of the hole - the chasm,
and go to what remains

for us of life
and war... if we
are able to survive

He and I
are frightened
and don't exchange any words
about fear, or other than fear
since we are foes . . .

What might happen if a snake
were to appear to us here
out of one of the scenes and hiss
before swallowing the two
frightened ones, he and I?

The script says:
We will partner up in killing the snake
to survive together
or alone . . .

Yet we will share a phrase of gratitude
and congratulations on what
we have accomplished together
even if it was instinct, and not us,
that defended itself, and instinct
has no ideology
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And we did not converse:
I remembered the law of communication
over mutual frivolity
when he once told me:
What has become mine is mine
and what is yours
is yours and mine . . .

And with time, and time is sand and soap
bubbles,
boredom and silence
broke what's between us, and he asked me:
What now?
I said: Not much, let's drain the possibilities
He said: Where will hope come from?
I said: From the air
He said: Did you forget I buried you in a hole like

this?
I said: I almost did, because an alluring worn out
tomorrow pulled me by the hand . . .
He said: Will you negotiate with me now?
I said: Over what now in this hole, this grave?
He said: Over your share and mine
of our void and our mutual grave
I said: What's the use? Time has run away
from us, and destiny doesn't follow the rule,
the murdered and his murderer sleep in this
hole,
and another poet must see this script through
to its end!

Audio of Mahmoud Darwish reading this work is available at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qyq4hm0u7UE
Check the comments section for the Arabic text of the poem

'Israel Is a Fortress, but Not Yet a Home'

by David Grossman

Author David Grossman, whose son Uri was killed in the 2006 Lebanon War and who was awarded the
2018 Israel Prize for Literature, addressed bereaved Israelis and Palestinians at the 2018
Israeli-Palestinian Memorial Day Ceremony in Tel Aviv with the following speech.

“Dear friends, good evening.

There is a lot of noise and commotion around our ceremony, but we do not forget that above all, this is a
ceremony of remembrance and communion. The noise, even if it is present, is beyond us now, because
at the heart of this evening there is a deep silence — the silence of the void created by loss.

My family and I lost Uri in the war, a young, sweet, smart and funny man. Almost twelve years later it is
still hard for me to talk about him publicly.

The death of a loved one is actually also the death of a private, whole, personal and unique culture, with
its own special language and its own secret, and it will never be again, nor will there be another like it.

It is indescribably painful to face that decisive 'no.' There are moments when it almost sucks into it all
the ‘have’ and all the ‘yes.' It is difficult and exhausting to constantly fight against the gravity of loss.

It is difficult to separate the memory from the pain. It hurts to remember, but it is even more frightening
to forget. And how easy it is, in this situation, to give in to hate, rage, and the will to avenge.

But I find that every time I am tempted by rage and hate, I immediately feel that I am losing the living

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qyq4hm0u7UE
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contact with my son. Something there is sealed. And I came to my decision, I made my choice. And I
think that those who are here this evening — made that same choice.

And I know that within the pain there is also breath, creation, doing good. That grief does not isolate but
also connects and strengthens. Here, even old enemies — Israelis and Palestinians — can connect with
each other out of grief, and even because of it.

I have met quite a few bereaved families over these past years. I told them, in my experience, that even

when you are at the heart of the pain you should remember that every member of the family is allowed

to grieve the way they want, the way they are, and the way their soul tells them to.

No one can instruct another person how to grieve. It’s true for a private family, and it’s true for the larger

‘bereaved family.'

There is a strong feeling that connects us, a feeling of a joint fate, and the pain that only we know, for

which there are almost no words out there, in the light. That is why, if the definition of a ‘bereaved

family’ is genuine and honest, please respect our way. It deserves respect. It is not an easy path, it is not

obvious, and it is not without its internal contradictions. But it is our way to give meaning to the death of

our loved ones, and to our lives after their death. And it is our way to act, to do — not to despair and not

to desist — so that one day, in the future, the war will fade, and maybe cease completely, and we will

start living, living a full life, and not just subsisting from war to war, from disaster to disaster.

We, Israelis and Palestinians, who in the wars between us have lost those dearer to us, perhaps, than our

own lives — we are doomed to touch reality through an open wound. Those wounded like that can no

longer foster illusions. Those wounded like that know how much life is made up of great concessions, of

endless compromise.

I think that grief makes us, those who are here tonight into more realistic people. We are clear-eyed, for

example, about things relating to the limits of power, relating to the illusions that always accompany the

one with the power.

And we are warier, more than we were before the disaster, and are filled with loathing every time we

recognize a display of empty pride, or slogans of arrogant nationalism, or leaders’ haughty statements.

We are more than wary: we are practically allergic. This week, Israel is celebrating 70 years. I hope we

will celebrate many more years and many more generations of children, grandchildren, and

great-grandchildren, who will live here alongside an independent Palestinian state, safely, peacefully and

creatively, and -- most importantly -- in a serene daily routine, in good neighborliness; and they will feel

at home here.

What is a home?

Home is a place whose walls — borders — are clear and accepted; whose existence is stable, solid, and

relaxed; whose inhabitants know its intimate codes; whose relations with its neighbors have been

settled. It projects a sense of the future.

And we Israelis, even after 70 years — no matter how many words dripping with patriotic honey will be
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uttered in the coming days — we are not yet there. We are not yet home. Israel was established so that

the Jewish people, who have nearly never felt at-home-in-the-world, would finally have a home. And

now, 70 years later, strong Israel may be a fortress, but it is not yet a home.

The solution to the great complexity of Israeli-Palestinian relations can be summed up in one short

formula: if the Palestinians don’t have a home, the Israelis won’t have a home either.

The opposite is also true: if Israel will not be a home, then neither will Palestine.

I have two granddaughters, they are 6 and 3 years old. To them, Israel is self-evident. It is obvious to

them that we have a state, that there are roads and schools and hospitals and a computer at

kindergarten, and a living, rich Hebrew language.

I belong to a generation where none of these things are taken for granted, and that is the place from

which I speak to you. From the fragile place that vividly remembers the existential fear, as well as the

strong hope that now, finally, we have come home.

But when Israel occupies and oppresses another nation, for 51 years, and creates an apartheid reality in

the occupied territories — it becomes a lot less of a home.

And when Minister of Defense Lieberman decides to prevent peace-loving Palestinians from attending a

gathering like ours, Israel is less of a home.

When Israeli snipers kill dozens of Palestinian protesters, most of them civilians — Israel is less of a

home.

And when the Israeli government attempts to improvise questionable deals with Uganda and Rwanda,

and is willing to endanger the lives of thousands of asylum seekers and expel them to the unknown — to

me, it is less of a home.

And when the prime minister defames and incites against human rights organizations, and when he is

looking for ways to enact laws that bypass the High Court of Justice, and when democracy and the courts

are constantly challenged, Israel becomes even a little less of a home —for everyone.

When Israel neglects and discriminates against residents on the fringes of society; when it abandons and

continuously weakens the residents of southern Tel Aviv; when it hardens its heart to the plight of the

weak and voiceless — Holocaust survivors, the needy, single-parent families, the elderly, boarding

houses for children removed from their homes, and crumbling hospitals — it is less of a home. It is a

dysfunctional home.

And when it neglects and discriminates against 1.5 million Palestinian citizens of Israel; when it

practically forfeits the great potential they have for a shared life here — it is less of a home — both for

the minority and the majority.

And when Israel strips away the Jewishness of millions of Reform and Conservative Jews — again it

becomes less of a home. And every time artists and creators have to prove — in their creations — loyalty
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and obedience, not only to the state but to the ruling party — Israel is less of a home.

Israel is painful for us. Because it is not the home we want it to be. We acknowledge the great and

wonderful thing that happened to us, by having a state, and we are proud of its accomplishments in

many areas, in industry and agriculture, in culture and art, in I.T. and medicine and economics. But we

also feel the pain of its distortion.

And the people and organizations who are here today, especially the Family Forum and Combatants For

Peace, and many more like them, are perhaps the ones who contribute most to making Israel a home, in

the fullest sense of the word.

And I want to say here, that half of the money from the Israel Prize that I will be receiving the day after

tomorrow, I intend to donate and divide between the Family Forum and the Elifelet organization, which

looks after the children of asylum seekers — those whose kindergartens are nicknamed “children's

warehouses”. To me, these are groups who do sacred work, or rather — do the simply human things that

the government itself should be doing.

Home.

Where we will live a peace and safe life; a clear life; a life that will not be enslaved — by fanatics of all

kinds — for the purposes of some total, messianic, and nationalist vision. Home, whose inhabitants will

not be the material that ignites a principle greater than them, and supposedly beyond their

comprehension. That life in it would be measured in its humanity. That suddenly a nation will wake up in

the morning, and see that it is human. And that that human will feel that he is living in an uncorrupted,

connected, truly egalitarian, non-aggressive and non-covetous place. In a state that runs simply on the

concern for the person living within it, for every person living within it, out of compassion, and out of

tolerance for all the many dialectics of ‘being Israeli’. Because ‘These are the living words of Israel’.

A state that will act, not on momentary impulses; not in endless convulsions of tricks and winks and

manipulations; and police investigations, and zig-zags, and flip-flops backwards. In general — I wish our

government to be less devious and wiser. One can dream. One can also admire achievements. Israel is

worth fighting for. I also wish these things for our Palestinian friends: a life of independence, freedom

and peace, and building a new, reformed nation. And I wish that in 70 years’ time our grandchildren and

great-grandchildren, both Palestinian and Israeli, will stand here and each will sing their version of their

national anthem.

But there is one line that they will be able to sing together, in Hebrew and Arabic: ‘To be a free nation in

our land,’ and then maybe, at last, it will be a realistic and accurate description, for both nations.”
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Revenge
by Taha Muhammad Ali, trans. Tania Sheko

Taha Muhammad Ali (1931-2011) was a Palestinian poet from Nazareth in the West Bank. His family fled
to Lebanon when he was seventeen after their village came under heavy bombardment during the 1948
Arab-Israeli War. He returned to Nazareth the following year, and lived there until his death in 2011.

At times … I wish
I could meet in a duel
the man who killed my father
and razed our home,
expelling me
into
a narrow country.
And if he killed me,
I’d rest at last,
and if I were ready — 
I would take my revenge!

But if it came to light,
when my rival appeared,
that he had a mother
waiting for him,
or a father who’d put
his right hand over
the heart’s place in his chest
whenever his son was late
even by just a quarter-hour
for a meeting they’d set — 
then I would not kill him,
even if I could.

Likewise … I
would not murder him
if it were soon made clear
that he had a brother or sisters
who loved him and constantly longed to see
him.

Or if he had a wife to greet him
and children who
couldn’t bear his absence
and whom his gifts would thrill.
Or if he had
friends or companions,
neighbours he knew
or allies from prison
or a hospital room,
or classmates from his school …
asking about him
and sending him regards.

But if he turned
out to be on his own — 
cut off like a branch from a tree — 
without a mother or father,
with neither a brother nor sister,
wifeless, without a child,
and without kin or neighbours or friends,
colleagues or companions,
then I’d add not a thing to his pain
within that aloneness — 
not the torment of death,
and not the sorrow of passing away.
Instead I’d be content
to ignore him when I passed him by
on the street — as I
convinced myself
that paying him no attention
in itself was a kind of revenge.

Excerpt from A Perfect Peace
by Amos Oz

Amos Oz (1939-2018) was an Israeli writer, novelist, journalist, and intellectual. He was also a professor
of Hebrew literature at Ben-Gurion University of the Negev. From 1967 onwards, Oz was a prominent
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advocate of a two-state solution to the Israeli–Palestinian conflict.

“The very thing that drives all of us to look constantly for battlefields, for ‘challenges,’ to fight, to defeat,
to win. How shall we tame the ancient instinct to seize (in Ramona's words) a spear or a sword and run
after an antelope and stalk it, hunt it, kill it, and then celebrate the killing? What can we do against the
weariness of heart, the subtle, cunning cruelty which is not openly sadistic and can even masquerade as
the most reasonable and ‘constructive’ of behaviors? What shall we say in the face of secret brutishness
lurking within us … With what weapon can we repel this interior wilderness? How can we overcome our
dark desires to dominate others, to humiliate them, to make them dependent on us, to chain and
enslave them with the gossamer threads of guilt, shame and even gratitude?”

I, May I Rest in Peace
by Yehuda Amichai

Yehuda Amichai (1924-2000) was an Israeli poet. Amichai is considered by many, both in Israel and
internationally, as Israel's greatest modern poet. He was also one of the first to write in colloquial
Hebrew.

I, may I rest in peace – I, who am still living, say,
May I have peace in the rest of my life.
I want peace right now while I'm still alive.
I don't want to wait like that pious man who wished for one leg
of the golden chair of Paradise, I want a four-legged chair
right here, a plain wooden chair. I want the rest of my peace now.
I have lived out my life in wars of every kind: battles without
and within, close combat, face-to-face, the faces always
my own, my lover-face, my enemy-face.
Wars with the old weapons—sticks and stones, blunt axe, words,
dull ripping knife, love and hate,
and wars with newfangled weapons—machine gun, missile,
words, land mines exploding, love and hate.
I don't want to fulfill my parents' prophecy that life is war.
I want peace with all my body and all my soul.
Rest me in peace.

From Patuah, Sagur Patuah, (Schocken, 1998).

Suggestions for Local Speakers

Satellite ceremony events benefit greatly from having live speakers. In the past, events have invited local

faith leaders, scholars, peace activists, and writers, among others, to share a talk on a variety of themes

related to memorialization, bereavement, the Israel-Palestine conflict, faith and hope in the face of loss,

and other topics.
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Regardless of who you choose to speak at your event, here are some questions to aid your speaker in

crafting the speeches that they will present:

● How does remembrance impact our narrative as a people (Israelis vs. Palestinians; Jews vs.

Muslims)?

● How does remembrance tell a story?

● What are your culture’s customs of remembrance? Example: in Israel, a siren will go off across

the country at 8:00 PM on the evening of Yom Hazikaron; for the entire 1 minute duration of the

siren, Israelis traditionally cease whatever activity they are doing and stand in silence.

● How do the customs and traditions around memorialization shape your personal narrative?

Follow Up

For those interested in continuing the conversation or learning more, can:

● Sign up for the American Friends of Combatants for Peace newsletter

● Sign up for the American Friends of the Parents Circle newsletter

● Find us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/c4peace/ OR

https://www.facebook.com/ParentsCircleFamiliesForum/

● Screen, Combatant for Peace’s award-winning film, Disturbing the Peace, followed by a discussion.

Watch the trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7mimF59sPHc

Frequently Asked Questions/Difficult Questions

1. What is the Israeli-Palestinian Memorial Ceremony?

The Israeli-Palestinian Memorial Ceremony – produced and led by Combatants for Peace, with the

partnership of the Parents Circle – Families Forum – is a memorial event which recognizes the price that

all of us have paid – bereaved families and society as a whole – for the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. In the

Ceremony, we acknowledge the pain and the grief, but refuse to allow this bereavement to be an excuse

for either the occupation or the next war.  Instead, we draw from the pain to demand a different reality

in which we demand equality, justice and peace - and seek a way to put an end to the cycle of

bloodshed.

The growth of the Ceremony, which has attracted more people each year, testifies to the need of people

for hope.  This encounter with the other side, on a day so painful, opens a window that envisions a

better future.

2. Even if I agree with your message, why raise these issues on Memorial Day?

● On this day, we do what the whole country of Israel does – honor the fallen, in our own way, a

way of peace. We believe that in order to truly honor the fallen, we must remember on this day

that we, Israelis and Palestinians together, can end the violence.

● This ceremony is a home to bereaved families. In fact, the ceremony was initiated by bereaved

families who find in it some small solace for the pain of their terrible loss. Others cannot decide  

https://secure.everyaction.com/CkJ7ECyBjkulP9xCkEwVQQ2
https://parentscirclefriends.org/newsletter/
https://www.facebook.com/c4peace/
https://www.facebook.com/ParentsCircleFamiliesForum/
http://disturbingthepeacefilm.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7mimF59sPHc
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for a bereaved mother or bereaved father how to remember their son or daughter. No one has a

monopoly on grief. Many of us have served in combat roles, some of us have lost family and

friends and we share this pain today like everyone else.

3. You offend the bereaved families on a day most sacred to them.

We know and understand the difficulties of some families. The Ceremony raises harsh feelings, but for

other families this ceremony is very significant and lets them express their grief in the way that best suits

them.

The Ceremony began 17 years ago as an initiative of Buma Inbar who lost his son Jotham who served in

the Golani Brigade in Lebanon in 1995. Since then it provides a safe haven for many bereaved families

who find themselves uncomfortable in the official ceremonies. We have no intention of offending other

bereaved families but we support those who deserve a place of their own on Memorial Day.

4. Is the ceremony attended by families of terrorists?

Palestinians who come to the ceremony – the bereaved and others – come because they believe in

nonviolence, reconciliation and coexistence. We invite anyone who denounces violence and wants to

support the joint ceremony and the non-violent path to resistance.

5. You invite terrorists to the ceremony; you desecrate the memory of fallen soldiers in that you

perpetuate the memory of terrorists and murders.

We encourage anyone who opposes violence and supports a message of reconciliation to attend the

ceremony. Highlighting the cost of the conflict on Palestinians is critical for understanding and resolving

the conflict. For example, Abir Aramin, daughter of Bassam Aramin, (a central figure in Combatants for

Peace and the Parents Circle – Families Forum), was killed at the age of 10, shot by a border policeman.

Ikhlas Eshtaya’s father was killed by a settler in 2004, while driving on the road near his home.

6. How can you compare the losses of the occupying army to those people who are fighting for

freedom? This is not an equal “conflict” - one side is the oppressor and the other is oppressed.

The Memorial Ceremony is not attempting to create a false sense of equality between the two sides

regarding power, politics or human rights. Nor are we equating the suffering of the two sides, or even of

any two peoples (personal or political). Rather, we are declaring that the continued occupation is

creating a loss of life on both sides of the conflict - and that all people bleed the same color. The pain of

loss for a Palestinian mother is the same pain of loss for an Israeli mother. We renounce violence in all

forms, and do not believe that violence will be able to bring peace, justice or equality to either side.

Rather, we believe that only through joint Nonviolent resistance, education and humanizing the “enemy”

can we create a society that we all want to live in.

7. It is wrong to politicize Memorial Day.

In the Israeli public extensive use of fear, death and bereavement is made for political purposes. The

Holocaust, wars, and terror attacks are all employed to frighten us. This Ceremony actually does the
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opposite. Rather than succumb to intimidation, we choose to learn from bereavement and hope to see

no new bereavement. We choose life. We do not want new bereaved families next year.

8. The politicization of Memorial Day creates an atmosphere of contempt.

As a bereaved parent, sibling or child standing on stage in front of an audience of thousands, speaking

from their private pain about the end to the violence on both sides, there is no cynicism, and this is not a

political statement but a painful and personal cry to stop the cycle of blood so there will be no further

bereaved families. There is a statement of hope that comes against the perpetuation of an unending

state of grief, pain and sacrifice.

The pain of a bereaved parent is the worst possible pain. It is deep, emotional, and political. What we

propose to do is to offer another way to deal with this pain – a way of hope rather than continue the

cycle of violence.

9. Why are such ceremonies not held in Nablus or Jenin?

Memorial Day is an Israeli concept and Palestinians who participate do so out of respect for Israeli

culture. In Palestine, the idea of a Memorial Day, similar to that in Israel, does not exist.

This year, the live ceremony will be watched by many Palestinians in Beit Jala, Ramallah and other places

in Palestine. A large part of the ongoing activities of Combatants for Peace and the Parents Circle –

Families Forum, throughout the year, are held in Palestine.

10. Why do Israeli Arabs not participate in the ceremony?

Over the years, Palestinian citizens of Israel attended, spoke and performed at the Ceremony.  We do not

wish to speak on behalf of all Palestinian citizens of Israel, but one can assume that the ceremony

reflects the complex reality and the fragmentation of Israeli society, and even the feelings of many

Palestinian citizens of Israel who feel excluded from the culture of bereaved Israelis.

11. What are the funding sources of this ceremony?

This Ceremony serves the broader public, which contributes the majority of the funds needed to

organize the ceremony each year. It is produced by paid staff and outside producers but primarily by

volunteers and much of it is funded through a crowdfunding campaign and other fundraising efforts.

12. Will my satellite ceremony event be publicized?

Out of an abundance of caution and for security concerns, neither American Friends of the Parents Circle

nor American Friends of Combatants for Peace will share any details about your event, neither to our

lists of supporters nor to the general public. We also strongly recommend that event organizers limit the

amount of publicity you place around invitations to the event.
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How You Can Help:

● Make a contribution to support the Ceremony! The Ceremony in Israel and Palestine costs nearly
half-a-million shekels. We couldn’t not create this Ceremony without your support. Thank you
for your Generosity! Memorial Campaign

● Think about whether you have been a part of importing the Israeli-Palestinian conflict into your
own community. How can you use what you’ve learned from this Ceremony to bring
reconciliation into your own community around this issue?

● Host a bigger and stronger Israeli-Palestinian Memorial Day Ceremony next year. Get started
organizing now.

● Invite two members of Combatants for Peace or the Parents Circle – an Israeli and a Palestinian –
to come speak in your community and share their personal stories

● Host a screening of Combatants for Peace’s award-winning film, Disturbing the Peace, in your
community. Contact tiffany@afcfp.org

● Host a screening of the Parents Circle – Families Forum’s Two Sided Story in your community. For
a copy of the film and screening guide visit:
http://parentscirclefriends.org/screen-two-sided-story/

● Make a contribution to Combatants for Peace and/or the Parents Circle – Families Forum. Your
contribution will go to support our activities (see donation info below).

● Visit our websites. Sign up for our newsletters. Join our Facebook communities

American Friends of Combatants for Peace

American Friends of Combatants for Peace
PO Box 2473
1801 W Olympic Blvd
Pasadena, CA 91199

Online Donations: www.afcfp.org/donate
Website: www.afcfp.org
Instagram: @combatants4peace
Facebook: AFCombatantsForPeace
Twitter: @cfpeace

American Friends of the Parents Circle - Families Forum

American Friends of the Parents Circle - Families
Forum
4 E 95th St 5C
New York, NY 10128

Online donations at:
https://parentscirclefriends.org/donate/
Website: www.parentscirclefriends.org
Facebook: Parents Circle – Families Forum –
English
Twitter: @ThePCFF

http://afcfp.org/get-involved/memorial-campaign/
http://cfpeace.org/disturbing-the-peace/
mailto:tiffany@afcfp.org
http://parentscirclefriends.org/screen-two-sided-story/
http://parentscirclefriends.org/screen-two-sided-story/
http://www.afcfp.org/donate
http://cfpeace.org/donate/
http://www.cfpeace.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Combatants_for_Peace
https://www.instagram.com/combatants4peace/
https://www.facebook.com/AFCombatantsForPeace/
https://twitter.com/cfpeace
https://www.facebook.com/c4peace/
https://www.facebook.com/c4peace/
https://parentscirclefriends.org/donate/
https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/pcff
http://www.parentscirclefriends.org
https://www.facebook.com/ParentsCircleFamiliesForum
https://www.facebook.com/ParentsCircleFamiliesForum
https://twitter.com/ThePCFF

